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I  N  T  B  HIM  R  EFO  R  T 


on  the  Health  and.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the 
Urban  District  of  Newport  (Salop)  for  the  year  1943. 


Once  again  the  Mi ni s try  of  Health  has  required  that  the  Report  on 
the  Health  of  the  District  shall  be  presented  in  an  abbreviated  interim 
form. 


Following  the  almost  complete  absence  in  1942  of  the  two  common 
infective  conditions  of  infancy  -  measles  and  whooping  cough  *-  there  was 
a  return.  Measles  in  particular  manifested  itself  but  nevertheless  it 
could  not  be  said  that  either  disease  at  any  time  gave  rise  to  epidemic 
condi ti ons . 

No  comment  is  necessary  on  the  other  diseases  brought  to  notice 
through  no tifi cation. 

Vital  Statistics  show  that  the  Birth  and  Death  Rates  average 
well  with  those  prevailing  over  the  Country  generally. 

There  were  no  deaths  recorded  .among  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  and  again  on  is  satisfactory  position  prevailed  for  maternal  and 
ed  conditions. 


The  sanitary  circumstances 


me  the  Area  are  dealt  with  under  the 


relevant  sections  oi  the  Report.  Attention  is  drawn  to  the  water 
problems  oi  the  District  which  require  tne  closest  supervision  to 
maintain  an  adequate  supply  ol  reaSanabie  puri  ty  • 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  takes  this  opportunity  of  thanking 


your  Sanitary  Inspector  for  his  close 
in  the  compilation  of  this  Report. 


collaboration  durirq,  the  Year  and 


SEC  XL  ON  A. 


SL-Lfl  JTI CS  nNB _ SO  Cl  ib _ CONDI  XL  QNS  » 


Ar ea  (in  Acres)  * «  .  » •  •  •••  •••  •••  • . .  •••  7 68 

Estimated  Population  (mid  year  1944) .  3625 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  as  at  31st  December,  1944.  (according 


to  Rate  Bock) 

•  •  0  a 

•  •  •  *  •  • 

*  •  •  •  *  ♦ 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

976 

Rateable  Value 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  *  • 

•  »  «  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

♦  ®  • 

£18  3  9  20 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate 

«  O  o  O  •  • 

•  •  •  O  •  ® 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

£74 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births:- 

M. 

E. 

Total . 

Legi tarn ate 

•  •  *  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  %  •  •  • 

2  9. 

28  . 

57. 

Illegitimate 

«  *  «  • 

•  •  «  •  *  * 

•  *  •  •  ♦  • 

1. 

2. 

3  • 

.Totals 

30. 

30. 

• 

o 

i  i 

Birth  Rate  per  1000 

of  estimated  population  ... 

o  •  • 

•  t  « 

16  .5  . 

n  n  ii  it 

u  it 

II 

Erg  land 

and  Wale 

3  © 

16  .5 . 

Still  Births;  - 

M. 

E. 

Total , 

Legitimate 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  ®  •  ♦  • 

«  •  •  •  •  » 

1. 

2. 

3  • 

Illegitimate 

•  «  *  • 

•  •  «  •  •  c 

•  ©  «  •  «  © 

— 

1. 

1. 

Totals 

1. 

3. 

4. 

Rate  per  1000  total 

(Live  and 

Still)  Births  ... 

•  ♦  • 

•  •  • 

62  .5  . 

_J0  . 

M « 

E. 

Total. 

Deaths 

•  ♦  c  © 

•  ©  *>  •  *  • 

•  *  *  •  •  ♦ 

O  C 

6J  » 

22. 

47. 

Death  Rate  per  1000 

of  popula 

t i on  ... 

•  t  «  e  «  • 

•  •  • 

•  ♦  • 

In .  9  • 

ii  ii  ii  it 

ii  ti 

England  a 

no.  V^les 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

12.1. 

Infantile  Mortality 

All  Infants  per  1000  Live  Eirths  -  Engl  aid  and  Wales  49. 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  Live  Legitimate  Births 
1 11  eg i  time*  o  e  I  i*f «n us  lOOu  xji v  a  1 lia^i  liiua  oe  Li r  ths  ~ 


I  • 
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jL  ^  Ik 


1\J  UlllLr 


-1-  Uii  0  -O  0  •»*,  l-TlS 

1!  M  II 


Legi  "Li  iii  a "to 


-  Illegi  timet  te  ... 


-To  tal 


8  . 


1. 


Deaths  from; - 

Cancer  (all  ages) 

Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

Whoopirg  Coign  (all  ages) 

Diarrhoea  (under  g  years) 

Maternal  Mortality; - 

Under  this  heading  there  were  no  deaths. 
Chief  causes  of  Death; - 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

Influenza  . . 

Cancer  ... 

°  °  *  •••  •••  •  •  » 

I ntr u- cranial  Haemorrhage  ... 

Heart  Disease 

Violent  causes . . 

SECTION  B  . 


2. 
2. 
8  . 
4. 
11. 
6. 


0. 

0. 


0. 


AMB  UL  ANC  E  SERVI  CE .  No  change  has  been  made  in  this  service. 

SECTION  C. 

SCnVEuGI EG .  A  fortnightly  collection  has  been  die  to  be  maintained 
and  there  have  been  few  complaints.  The  disposal  tip  is  closely  super¬ 
vised  and  controlled. 

HAT  a  HEED  TATI  ON ,  A  survey  of  the  District  was  carried  out  in  associat¬ 
ion  with  other  areas  of  the  County.  Except  for  one  case  on  an  agri¬ 
cultural  holding  no  major  infestations  were  discovered. 

By  ar  i  -eng ament  tne  County  Council  Department  inspect  periodi  celly 
and  deal  with  the  rats  at  the  Council's  Disposal  Works,  {salvage  Depot 


•  ; 


and  Refuse  Tip. 


This  contract  works  efficiently. 


Complaints  are  forwarded  to  the  County  Authority  as  they  arise ,  and 
there  is  little  delay  experienced  in  the  working  of  the  scheme. 

VASTER  0UPPLE IS  ,  As  reported  in  1942  the  Last  Quarter  of  that  Year  had 
shewn  that  the  quality  of  the  supply  was  unsatisfactory. 

Investigations  conducted  by  the  Consulting  Engineer  in  association 
with  the  Bacteriologist  and  Chemist  from  harper  Adams  College  resulted 
in  the  fault  being  traced  to  «  leakage  of  oil  ana  other  foreign  matter 
into  the  main  source  of  the  Town  Supply. 

Recourse  had  to  be  taken  to  the  dismantling  of  this  pump  and  for 
the  major  portion  of  the  Year  this  borehole  was  not  in  use.  To  meet 

the  nceas  of  the  homes  two  auxiliary  shallower  wells  had  tc  be  used 
and  dependence  had  to  b e  placed  on  chlorination  to  secure  reasonable 
purity. 


It  was  only  by  the  strictest  conservancy  of  the  available  supplies 
that  the  authority  was  able  to  maintain  a  reasonably  adequate  provision 
and  it  was  fortunate  that  no  marked  shortage  occurred.  Any  complaint 
made  was  of  taste  (chlorination)  and  this  evidence  of  safeguarding  will 
disappear  with  the  return  to  normal  supply. 

AS  soon  as  conditions  permit  the  whole  water  system  will  require  to 
b®  closely  investigated  to  provide  not  only  an  assured  quantity  but  also 
ample  storage  and  reserve.  This  the  Council  have  in  mind  and  prelimin¬ 
ary  steps  are  being  taken. 

It  can  be  said  that  a  reasonable  constant  supply  has  been  able  to 
be  maintained  over  the  Year,  that  the  purity  has  been  watched  carefully 
and  the  incoming  year  should  show  improvement. 

In  the  Town  most  if  the  homes  have  their  own  indoor  service,  some 
5/10  per  cent,  being  dependent  on  standpipes. 


•  . 


SEWERAGE  AND  DISPOSE.  No  change  has  been  made  at  the  works,  attention 
being  directed  to  supervision  of  the  outfalls,  effluent  channels  and  the 
removal  of  sludge  from  the  septic  tanks  as  required. 

No  additional  sewering  has  been  found  to  b  e  necessary. 

Negotiations  ere  in  progress  with  the  Wellington  Rural  Council  to 
provide  main  service  facilities  to  that  authority,  for  a  limited  number 
of  their  houses  in  the  Church  Aston  ^-neaj  the  final  disposal  being 
through  the  Council’s  disposal  works.  When  this  scheme  is  completed 
a  ditch,  subject  to  nuisance,  will  be  piped  «nd  eliminated. 

SECTE  ON  D. 

HQUSI NG «  No  new  houses  have  been  built  by  the  Council. 

Inspections  have  been  carrieu  out  and  notices  for  urgent  repairs 
have  been  served  as  necessary.  This  work  has  been  completed  as  labour 
conditions  permitted.  ..gain  maintenance  work  on  Council  Housing  Schemes 
has  continued  and  inspections  undertaken  of  these  properties. 

Tenants  have  in  a  number  of  cases  been  instructed  to  improve  the 
conditions  of  their  homes $  the  internal  management  is  kept  under  super¬ 
vision  and  it  has  been  found  that  there  is  need  for  considerable  improve¬ 
ment  in  semml  cases. 

Licences  have  been  renewed  for  condemned  properties  relet  and 
further  houses  have  been  opened  under  this  scheme  during  the  Tear. 
SALVAGE.  This  service  functions  well  under  the  control  of  the  Women’s 
Voluntary  Service.  A  regular  house  to  house  collection  is  maae  of 
waste  paper,  cards  vara  ana  bones.  and  cardboard  iron  local  shops 

and  trading  establishments  is  gathered  by  the  Staff  of  the  Authority  who 
undertake  the  baling  and  disposal. 

This  service  has  shewn  a  substantial  proiit. 
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Tins  (meat)  . .. 

86. 
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134. 

Ti  ns  (fish)  . .  . 

dp  . 

Ti  ns  ( veg . ) 

Tins  (fruit)  ... 

34 . 

tu  Co  n  ^na  • 

3  cwts . 
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SECTION  F 


INFECTIOUS  II  SE.iSE 


Prevalence  cl 3  and  control  over,  Infectious  and 

.allied  Diseases . 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  _ 
notified  during  the  year,  t  gctner  with  the  nui:;o  or  f  deaths? 
Disease. 


C uses  notifi ed . 
1943/  1942. 


Scarlet  Fever 
measles 
Wh^opin^  C-u^h 
Diphtheri a 
Pneumoni  a 
Puerperal  Fyrexia 
Ophthalmi a  heonatori um 
Cerebr  c -Spinal  Fever 


38 

10 

1 

12 

4 

dj 

1 


8  . 


c. 


I. 

5. 

1. 


Incidence  of  disease  in  the  various 
age  grc  ups  , 


Years  . 

0- 
1- 
3- 
5- 
10. 
15. 
25  . 


Scarlet  Fever 
Male  Female 


ivi  e  a  s  1  e  s 
Male  Female 


whooping  Ccuah 
M.„le  Female 


1 


1 

5 

3 

8 

1 


1. 

3. 

6. 

9. 


1. 


1 

3, 


1 


1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 


1. 


Ye  ars 

0- 

5- 

15- 

45 

65 


Pheumcnia . 
Male  Female 


o. 
1. 
1-  • 

2. 


1. 
^  ♦ 
1. 

1. 


.is  eases 


De  aths . 


1. 


1. 


Diphtheri a 
Male  Female 


Scat) i  es  . 


116  CSS6S 


were  treated  at  the  Newport  Centre ,  ana  3  at 
Donnington.  Of  these  119  individual  cases  ,  in  certain  ins  trtnea  repeat- 
ment  of  treatment  was  found  necessary. 

The  facilities  provided  were  found  to  be  of  great  service,  ana 
although  circumstances  arose  which  limited  the  use  of  the  auxiliary 
Centre  at  Denning  ton,  the  Newport  Centre  was  able  to  cope  with  all 
demands  made  on  it*  whilst  the  oisease  was  prevalent  in  the  spring  and 
summer  months,  the  close  of  year  showed  a  decline  in  numbers. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation.  The  bi-annual  return  submitted  to  the  ministry 
of  Health  for  the  period  ending;  Decent) er  31st  1943  was  as  follows  s- 

*-i.ge  under  5  years  and  Total. 

5  years,  over  but 

under  15 » 


hunt  er  of  children  indludi  ng 

temporary  residents  who  completed  74,  33,  107 

the  full  course  of  immun.  between 
1st  January  and  31st  December. 

Approximate  estimated  number  of 

children  in  the  authority’s  .urea  at  977.  628,  905. 

31s  t  De  cemb  er ,  1 943 . 


Percentage  of  child  population 
considered  to  be  immunised  at  31st. 
December,  1943. 


6  a 


60/w 


The  'lini  cal  control  of  the  scheme  for  Diphtheria  prophylaxis 
continues  to  be  administered  by  the  County  nealth  Department,  a  small 
number  -  f  eases  however  still  continue  to  receive  treatment  from  their 
private  doctors. 

Tub erculc si s  The  number  of  notified  cases  on  the  register  at  31st 
December,  1943,  and  'the  comparative  number  for  1941  and  1942  ore  as 
f  '•  Hows ,  - 


Males  .  Females  . 


Pulmonary 

Non-rulrn . 

Pulmonary 

he n~ Putin , 

Total 

1943. 

10. 

11. 

6  • 

23. 

50. 

1942. 

11. 

11. 

5  . 

23. 

50. 

1941. 

11. 

10. 

• 

1  . 

47. 

N.e.w,  Fjjff.e.s . 

pulmonary  l\ic>n -Pulmonary  Total 


1. 


1. 


2. 


Death  Hates. 


Newport 

org  land 

Death  Kate  from  pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  per  1000  pop. 

.27 

.50 

Death  Hate  from  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  per  1000  pop. 

.27. 

.11 

Tefal  Death  Rate  (all  forms) 

.54. 

.61 

N.£.  X  indicates  provisional  figures. 


N e  w  C  as  e s  and  mar  tali  t.y  1943 . 


Kge 

Group 

0-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

New  C. 

Respiratory 

M .  F . 

ases 

Non 

Respiratory 

M .  F . 

Deaths . 

Non 

Respiratory  Respiratory 

M .  F .  M .  F . 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

Totals 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

Cancer. 

The 

numb  er  of 

deaths  rroui  Ca 

,ncer  in  19oo 

.vas  8  (5  males 

3  females) . 


Death  Hate  per  1000000  living 


Newport  big,  land  &  .a.les 
320Q.  17 33 • 


(bl  GNED)  w  »i-i  .M .  DTF.».iRT  . 


27  th  June  5  1944  . 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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